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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via 
email to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members  
district-wide via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student 
achievements and more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Assistant, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief 
In research led by Johns Hopkins University 

sociologist Karl Alexander, on closing the 

achievement gap, Alexander found that virtu-

ally all of the advantage that wealthy students 

have over poor students is the result of differ-

ences in the way privileged children learn 

while they are not in school. When it comes to 

reading skills, poor children learn nothing 

when school is not in session, while wealthier 

children are introduced to a variety of other 

educational stimuli. Alexander showed that if 

students went to school year round, poor chil-

dren and wealthy children would, by the end of 

elementary school, be doing the same math 

and reading at almost the same level. 

(Gladwell, Malcolm, Outliers: The Story of 

Success, 2008). This study underscores the 

need for summer school and programs like the 

STARS tutor program. To meet the goal of 

closing the achievement gap, administrators 

are requesting funding for the summer school 

program that was previously financed with 

grant funding, and additional STARS tutors. 

These requests will cost approximately 

$100,000 in total, but will go a long way in 

helping children grow academically. 

MSP Community Support Shines 
MSP faculty members Sue Butler, Diane Rot-
tier, and Jodi Muldoon, together with the MSP 
PTC organized a number of activities in support 
of local children over the holidays. Efforts in-
cluded collecting funds to buy gift cards for dona-
tions to local families in need. In addition, teach-
ers paid $5.00 to participate in a “Jeans Day” on 
December 22, collecting $175. MSP faculty mem-
ber Demitrios Karapanos also organized a Hat 
Day with Student Council representatives. Stu-
dents donated $1 to wear a hat to school on De-
cember 22, collecting $85. Through these efforts, 
gifts were purchased for students in a local group 
home and the Joy of Sharing initiative.  

Did You Know?  
Students on MSP’s Mission Possible Team, led 
by Technology Education Instructor Camille 
Westfall, recently participated in the 10th annual 
statewide FIRST Lego League Robotics Champi-
onship at Central Connecticut State University. 
Mission Possible addressed mosquito infestation 
as a result of climate changes for their team’s 
research project. 

January BOE Meeting 
The next regular meeting of the Plainville 
Board of Education will be held on Monday, 
January 12, 2009, at 7:00 P.M., at Plainville 
High School. Meetings are open to the public. 

Adult Education Gets Yoga Grant  
The Adult Education Department has received 
a $375 grant from the Women & Girls’ Fund at 
the Main Street Community Foundation. The 
grant will be used to provide funding for a YOGA 
education workshop for women enrolled in the 
Credit Diploma Program. The program will be fa-
cilitated by a trained professional and will provide 
a variety of techniques and tools to cope with 
challenges unique to women juggling school, 
family and work obligations. 


